THE REGULAR MEETING
OF THE BLUE GRASS CITY COUNCIL
BLUE GRASS, IOWA
SEPTEMBER 17, 2018
The Blue Grass City Council met in regular session at 7:00 p.m. on the 17th day of September 2018,
in the City Council Chambers of City Hall, 114 N. Mississippi Street, pursuant to law, with Mayor Larry
Guy presiding, with the Pledge of Allegiance and a moment of reflection. The following Council members
were present: Bonnie Strong, Brad Schutte, Lisa Smith and Donna Kinzer. Absent was Council member
Emilyne Slagle.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Council member Strong moved to approve the agenda as presented, seconded
by Council member Kinzer. A roll call vote was taken: Strong-aye, Kinzer-aye, Smith-aye and Schutte-nay.
Motion carried.
MAYORAL COMMENTS: Mayor Guy announced the following: “We would like to welcome all
of you to your Blue Grass City Council meeting. We hope the meeting will be informative and
beneficial. We do ask that you silence your cell phones and/or pagers. We want to hear from you but
we ask that you wait to be recognized. Please state your name and address and make your comments
brief. In an effort to keep the meeting on task, please limit your comments or concerns to several
minutes. Please allow the person speaking to finish uninterrupted. Thank you”.
PUBLIC FORUM: Resident Mark Wakefield asked that when the Council has their Committee of the
Whole meeting to discuss the golf cart and ATV Ordinance, that they consider discussing signage.
CONSENT AGENDA: Council member Smith made a motion to approve the consent agenda as
presented, seconded by Council member Strong:
1. Motion to approve the minutes of the September 4, 2018 City Council meeting
2. Payment of claims
A roll call vote was taken: Smith-aye, Strong-aye, Kinzer-aye and Schutte-nay. Motion carried.
PARK BOARD: Park Board Chair Mike Hermann gave the Park Board report as follows:
3. Park Board Report: Chair Hermann referred to the Board’s September 6, 2018 meeting minutes
reporting that the Board was busy trying to coordinate plans for their upcoming 8th Annual Pumpkin
Dash Fundraiser event as they are still in need of volunteers and asked for permission to close off East
Orphed Street and North Genessee Street on October 20, 2018 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Council
acknowledged the Board’s request; however, asked that either letters or telephone calls be made to the
residents that will be impacted by the street closures. Chief Jahns reported that there would be an
Officer on duty to assist the Park Board and that both he and Officer Guinn have agreed to volunteer
their time to assist during this event as the Park Board has always been very supportive of the Police
Department; therefore, they wanted to return the favor. Hermann continued to report that, weather
permitting that the Board was planning on starting the construction of the new shelter at Lauretta Park
the weekend of September 21, 2018 and planting trees the following weekend. Council member Smith
asked if the Board had ever contacted MidAmerican Energy on their free tree giveaway at West Lake
Park. Hermann said that he was unaware of the free tree giveaway at which time the Clerk agreed to
contact the City’s liaison Doug Haiston to find out about the free tree program. Council member Smith
also asked if the Park Board has ever considered using the inmates at the jail to come out and clean the
parks. Hermann said yes, the Board just utilized their services this past Spring and that they usually do
every year. Council member Smith asked Hermann when the last time new equipment had been
installed at Fridley Park asking why the Board did not consider constructing the new pickle-ball court at
Fridley Park. Hermann said that it had been awhile since new equipment was installed at Fridley Park;
however, he felt that with all the trees and limbs that the pickle-ball court would not be feasible.
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SCOTT COUNTY MULTI-JURISDICTIONAL HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN:
4. Dave Donovan, Emergency Management Coordinator ref: Adoption of 2018 Scott County MultiJurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan: Dave Donovan, Emergency Management Coordinator
briefly explained Scott County’s Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan and its strategy as in
order for Blue Grass to qualify for FEMA Grants and/or funding, they would have to adopt a
Resolution approving the 2018 Plan Update. Council member Strong inquired about the ranking of the
natural hazard priorities for 2012 and 2017. Mr. Donovan reported that the County has found several
weaknesses throughout the process; therefore, the ranking may be done annually throughout Scott
County and update the Plan annually as they have found several variances by City. Disaster and grant
funding were also discussed. Mr. Donovan further explained the importance of having a disaster plan
in place and most importantly a critical facility that has a backup generator where all emergency
resources can meet as a command center. He stressed the importance of the Council being fully aware
that there will be a lot of crucial decisions that will be made both financial and strategic if and when an
emergency were to occur. He said that if a disaster were to occur and the City did not have the proper
resources available to them, they could then go to the County, State and/or FEMA. Mayor Guy said
that you have to have a level of understanding when a disaster occurs referring to the tornado that hit
Blue Grass back in 2001; whereas, the Fire Chief had to make several decisions at that time. Council
member Schutte said that the City has identified the Public Safety Building as the command center as
there is a backup generator that will allow emergency personnel to communicate and operate out of.
Mr. Donovan offered free training through FEMA and Homeland Security.
5. Resolution 2018-47 ref: supporting the approval and adoption of the 2018 Scott County MultiJurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan Update: Council member Schutte introduced Resolution
2018-47 and moved to adopt Resolution 2018-47, seconded by Council member Strong. A roll call
vote was taken: Schutte-aye, Strong-aye, Smith-aye and Kinzer-aye. Motion carried.
PUBLIC WORKS:
6. Compass Minerals Contract ref: Bulk De-Icing Salt: Mayor Guy presented a contract from
Compass Minerals for bulk de-icing salt for 100 tons at $81.55 per ton. Council member Schutte
moved to approve Compass Minerals contract for 100 tons of bulk de-icing salt, seconded by Council
member Kinzer. A roll call vote was taken: Schutte-aye, Kinzer-aye, Strong-aye and Smith-aye.
Motion carried.
7. City Hall Parking Lot: Mayor Guy presented a quote from Illowa Investments Inc. in the amount of
$1,976.00 to seal both City Hall’s parking lot and the Liberty Path bike trail. Council member Schutte
explained the importance of sealing, also known as crack filling the saw joints especially with new
concrete as moisture builds up under the joints that were saw cut into the concrete which will
eventually cause the concrete to heave. Council member Strong moved to accept Illowa Investment
Inc. quote in the amount of $1,976.00, seconded by Council member Smith. A roll call vote was taken:
Strong-aye, Smith-aye, Schutte-abstain and Kinzer-aye. Motion carried.
POLICE DEPARTMENT: Chief Jahns reported the following:
8. Police Department Report: The August 2018 Police Department Report consisted of the following: 60
traffic contacts with 34 warnings and 20 citations written; Blue Grass Officers responded to a total of
192 incident calls for service during the month and no arrests. Chief Jahns further expounded on the
report as follows: read the statistics from the Scott County multi-jurisdictional traffic enforcement that
was held on August 31, 2018 from 8:00 p.m. to 3:00 a.m. on September 1, 2018 that was funded by the
Governments Traffic Safety Bureau and reported that there was a small leak in his office at the Public
Safety Building; however, nothing has been found as of yet as it will be monitored closely.
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9. Disposal of TV/VCR and typewriter: Chief Jahns asked the Council how they wanted him to dispose
of a TV/VCR all-in-one unit and an old typewriter. It was the consensus of the Council to donate the
equipment to either the Library or another entity that would consider the donation.
10. Potential “Promotion” of Officer Guinn: Council member Strong moved to promote Officer Bob
Guinn to Police Sergeant effective September 18, 2018, seconded by Council member Kinzer. A roll
call vote was taken: Strong-aye, Kinzer-aye, Smith-aye and Schutte-nay. Motion carried. Officer
Guinn thanked the Mayor and Council for promoting him to Police Sergeant. Resident Mark Wakefield
questioned the Council if the pay increase was budgeted for. Council member Strong replied yes that it
was in the budget.
ORDINANCE(S)/RESOLUTION(S):
11. Third reading/Adoption of Ordinance Amendment 2018-05 ref: amending Chapter 2.50 Public
Works Director and Chapter 2.52 Public Works Employee job descriptions: Council member
Schutte introduced a synopsis of the third reading of Ordinance Amendment 2018-05 commenting that
the Amendment was on file at City Hall for review. Council member Schutte moved to accept the third
reading of Ordinance Amendment 2018-05, seconded by Council member Smith. A roll call vote was
taken: Schutte-aye, Smith-aye, Strong-aye and Kinzer-aye. Motion carried.
Council member Schutte moved to adopt Ordinance Amendment 2018-05, seconded by Council
member Smith. A roll call vote was taken: Schutte-aye, Smith-aye, Strong-aye and Kinzer-aye. Motion
carried.
12. Third reading/Adoption of Ordinance Amendment 2018-06 ref: amending Chapter 10.48 School
Crossing and Crossing Guards job descriptions: Council member Kinzer introduced a synopsis of
the third reading of Ordinance Amendment 2018-06 commenting that the Amendment was on file at City
Hall for review. Council member Kinzer moved to accept the third reading of Ordinance Amendment
2018-06, seconded by Council member Smith. A roll call vote was taken: Kinzer-aye, Smith-aye,
Schutte-nay and Strong-aye. Motion carried.
Council member Smith moved to adopt Ordinance Amendment 2018-06, seconded by Council
member Strong. A roll call vote was taken: Smith-aye, Strong-aye, Schutte-nay and Kinzer-aye.
Motion carried.
13. DRAFT: Ordinance Amendment 2018-07 ref: amending Chapters 2.24 City Clerk-Financial
Officer, 2.26 Assistant City Clerk-Financial Officer and 2.28 Part-Time Clerk: Council reviewed
draft Ordinance Amendment 2018-07 making several revisions asking that the revisions be made and
placed on the next meeting Agenda for its first reading.
14. DRAFT: Ordinance Amendment 2018-08 ref: amending Chapters 2.44 Police Department, 2.60
Reserve Police Department and adding Chapters 2.70 RSVP Retired and Senior Volunteer
Department and 2.80 Police Records Clerk: Council reviewed draft Ordinance Amendment 2018-08
making several revisions asking that the revisions be made and placed on the next meeting Agenda for
its first reading.
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION:
15. John Wulf’s First Addition – Preliminary & Final Plat: Previously, the City Council held a public
hearing at the request from Mr. John Wulf on May 21, 2018 to subdivide approximately 13 acres zoned
A-2 Agricultural District into 2 lots; however, due to the fact that Mr. Wulf had not submitted all the
required legal documents, the City Council tabled John Wulf’s First Addition Preliminary and Final Plat
until he had met those requirements.
The Clerk reported that according to the City Attorney, all the Final Plat documents have been filed
and are satisfactory. Council member Smith moved to approve John Wulf’s First Addition Preliminary
and Final Plat, seconded by Council member Schutte. A roll call vote was taken: Smith-aye, Schutteaye, Kinzer-aye and Strong-aye. Motion carried. Council member Strong commended Council member
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Smith for contacting Mr. Wulf so that the paperwork could be filed prior to the deadline. Council
member Smith expressed concerns on emailing the City Attorney and never getting a response as she
had emailed him twice and he never answered her. Mayor Guy agreed to discuss this issue with the City
Attorney.
NUISANCE ABATEMENT(S):
16. Nuisance Abatement(s): Mayor Guy asked Chief Jahns what the status was at a particular area as he
had previously asked that the Police Department closely monitor. Chief Jahns reported that yes the
Department has been closely monitoring that particular area and have made a few stops; however, will
continue to monitor. Mayor Guy asked what the status was on one of the nuisance abatements that had a
dilapidated swimming pool. Chief Jahns reported that progress has been made. He also reported that he
had talked to quite a few citizens over the garage sale weekend in regards to the golf cart Ordinance.
Council member Strong commended Council member Smith for following up on getting the no parking
signs on North Neisse Street. Chief Jahns reported that since the North Neisse and Lotte Street stop sign
area was a concern, he was going to be closely monitor that particular area as he feels that there is ample
coverage at the crosswalk area on Sycamore Street where he normally patrols. He also reported that he
had to deal with a juvenile fight on a school bus that morning; whereas, two students were taken to
Walcott School where it was made very clearly what the consequences were.
POLICY & ADMINISTRATION:
17. Status of tablets/laptops: Previously, the Council agreed to have Council member Slagle use her
personal iPad and download the Council packet and bring to the next meeting as a trial basis and
give her opinion.
Council member Smith reported that, after much consideration after the last Council meeting on
the Council using iPads, tablets, etc. she has decided against the idea. She said that she knows how
it feels when you are talking to someone and they are continuously looking down at their cell phone
and that it would not be fair to the public as she believes the Council, too, would be continuously
looking down and not giving the public the attention they need when addressing a concern or issue.
Discussion was held. It was the consensus of the Council to put off using iPads, tablets, etc. at this
time.
18. Clerk’s Report: City Clerk Ann Schmidt reported the following for the month of August 2018:
reviewed the list of outstanding Street Assessments, Sidewalk Assessments, Snow Removal Liens
and Utility Liens; reported a total of 125 penalties assessed a $5.00 late fee; total of 6 delinquent
letters sent out totaling $807.69 that were due August 29, 2018 reporting that all paid within the time
prescribed and reported that the 2 promissory notes from the previous month have been paid; a total
of $31,206.02 was billed for the billing period of 07/24/18-08/23/18 that were due September 15,
2018 with a total of $8,650.90 in arrears with 713 bills processed with a total of 193 ACH ;
continuously receiving emails from the doc.express from both the IDOT and IMEG in reference to
the North Mississippi Street Rehabilitation Construction Project; prepared a Resolution approving
Pay Request #6 and prepared a Resolution for Change Order #2; prepared and sent an invoice to the
Larry & Rose Loose Estate for the nuisance abated by Brus Construction; still waiting for direction
from the City Attorney to advise her on how to proceed with the unpaid parking tickets that go back
to January and February; Employee Relation Committee recommended several revisions to both the
Clerk and Assistant Clerk’s job descriptions; therefore, prepared them accordingly into a DRAFT
Ordinance Amendment along with the Part-Time Clerk’s job description. The Committee also
requested that the Records Clerk; Sergeant-In-Arms; Reserve Police Officer; Police Chief; Police
Sergeant; Police Corporal and Police Officer’s job descriptions be put into a DRAFT Ordinance
Amendment, waiting on Chief Jahns to send the revisions in a word format so that the changes could
be implements and not have to retype and compare the changes to the original Ordinance; finalized
the City’s 2020 census LUCA (local update census address) data and submitted via Fed-x; still
waiting for the required final plat documents from Mr. John Wulf as she has been working with both
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Townsend Engineering and Ben Yeggy (attorney for Mr. Wulf) in regards to getting the Final Plat
documents finalized and coordinating with the City Attorney; after the Council approved the grants,
contacted the Bi-State Regional Commission to coordinate the grants with the appropriate
correspondence and once Bi-State has compiled the grants, she will then review and submit as the
grants are due October 1st; at the Mayor’s request, sent a letter to a resident informing him of the
City’s LMI assistance program and had 2 residents also request an application; still unable to access
the reads from IAWC; therefore, IAWC is sending a file with all the reads and they are being
manually entered reporting that according to our software provider they have found the appropriate
file to download to the City’s billing file and that a trial run will be done with the September billing
adding that this has been very time consuming, but will see how the conversion works and will keep
the Mayor and Council informed; assisting the Park Board with their upcoming 8th Annual Pumpkin
Dash fundraiser as staff assisted with putting together the registration form and letters to businesses
asking for donations, etc.; received a telephone call from Scott County Emergency Management
representative Dave Donovan who is the Emergency Management Coordinator informing her that in
order for the City to be incompliance, a Resolution was needed to adopt the Hazard Mitigation Plan
Update; therefore, prepared the Resolution as requested. Mr. Donovan will be in attendance to help
explain the Update. Completed the City’s annual Street Finance Report (SFR) as required according
to the Code of Iowa, Chapter 312.14, this report is due by September 30th of each year, after Council
approval, the Clerk reported that she would submit the report accordingly. Reported that in August
2015 the Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) issued GASB Statement No. 77 Tax
Abatement Issues which required cities and counties to file annually a financial report disclosing
their fiscal year’s qualifying tax abatements to other governmental entities that are impacted by their
taxing authority (specifically TIF payments made to private parties under a development agreement,
rebate agreement, economic development agreement, or similar agreement) as this financial report
will allow those governmental entities to prepare their external financial statements for their fiscal
year. The Clerk reported that the Iowa Department of Management (IDOM) administers the
financial reports allowing Clerk’s to enter the amount of rebates and/or grants paid during the fiscal
year and once entered, the report has a special tool that specifically identifies each of the
governmental entities that are impacted and calculates the amount of revenue foregone by each of
those governments. The GASB 77 Report is due October 1st of each year; therefore, compiled and
sent the letters accordingly and attached copies of the letters to the Clerk’s Report along with a copy
of the July 2018 Utility Billing reconciliation report.
19. Resolution 2018-52 ref: acceptance of the Official Street Finance Report from the Iowa
Department of Transportation for the Fiscal Year 2017-2018: The Clerk reported a revision to
the report in reference to the Federal Grant monies received and the street construction costs.
Council member Schutte introduced Resolution 2018-52 and moved to adopt Resolution 2018-52
with the appropriate revisions, seconded by Council member Strong. A roll call vote was taken:
Schutte-aye, Strong-aye, Kinzer-aye and Smith-aye. Motion carried.
COMMENTS AND FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS: Council member Strong asked what the progress was
on the North Mississippi Street Rehabilitation Project as she was concerned on why the boulevards were not
getting filled as the weather for the past two weeks has been permitting. She said that it had been a while
since the Council received any updates on the project other than the contractor reporting that they were
ahead of schedule. Council member Schutte agreed that the weeds in the boulevard look horrible. Council
member Strong reported that one resident had apparently took it upon himself and put his own fabric and
dirt in his boulevard and seeded it. Mayor Guy agreed to contact the Engineer from IMEG that oversees the
project to see what the status is and possibly get Langman Construction to start filling in the boulevards.
Council member Schutte reported that he wanted it on record that he had previously expressed
several safety concerns on his newly constructed sidewalk with both the Public Works Director and the City
Engineer as water ponds at the corner after it rains. He said that it eventually drains; however, his concerns
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are in the winter time when it freezes and turns to ice as he does not feel that he should be held liable if
someone were to get injured adding that directly across from this particular area on his sidewalk is a
designated bus stop. Further discussion was held.
Council member Smith asked if anyone had looked at the wire on East Lauretta Street that she had
asked about at the September 4, 2018. Mayor Guy could not recall if Public Works looked into it or not;
however, agreed to follow up with the Public Works Director.
Chief Jahns informed the Council that he had an idea on the security system for City Hall as he was
going to contact Office Machine Consultants to see if the same setup the Police Department has could be set
up at City Hall as he believes it would fall under the $500.00 budget. He said that he would follow up and
report back to the Council.
Mayor Guy reported that he, the Public Works Director and the Building Commissioner had a very
informative meeting with Tammi Wink and her husband in regards to the Loose property as they had
previously acquired the lot. He said that it was agreed upon that the basement be filled with dirt and as of
today, the basement was close to being filled. Mayor Guy said that they also discussed a construction
timeline and it was agreed upon that they be granted 2 years to begin construction.
ADJOURNMENT: Council member Schutte made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Council member
Smith. A roll call vote was taken: Schutte-aye, Smith-aye, Kinzer-aye and Strong-aye. Motion carried.
The meeting adjourned at 8:52 p.m.
__________________________________________

Mayor Larry Guy
______________________________________________________________

Attest: Ann M. Schmidt, CMC, City Clerk/Financial Officer
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CLAIMS REPORT
3E ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING & EQUIP
ADAMS, DOUG
ALL FLAGS LLC
CASEY'S GENERAL STORES INC.
DICK-N-SONS LUMBER INC.
EASTERN IA LIGHT & POWER
IA ASSO OF MUNI UTILITIE
JOHNSON DISTRIBUTING INC.
LOGO PRO LLC
MEDIACOM LLC
MIDAMERICAN ENERGY
OFFICE MACHINE CONSULT
PANTHER UNIFORMS INC.
PARROTT, MATT
QC ANALYTICAL SERVICES LLC
REPUBLIC SERVICES #400
SCHMIDT, ANN
TALL GRASS BUSINESS RESOURCES
TC AUTO INC.
***** REPORT TOTAL *****

BLDG & GROUNDS MAINTENANCE
UNIFORM ALLOW (ADAMS)
BLDG & GROUND MAINTENANCE
VEHICLE OPERATIONS
OPERATING SUPPLIES
UTILITIES
PROFESSIONAL FEES
BLDG & GROUNDS MAINTENANCE
SAFETY EQUIPMENT (GRANT)
INTERNET SERVICES
SEWER PLANT-UTILITIES
EQUIPMENT OPERATIONS
SAFETY EQUIPMENT (GRANT)
OPERATING SUPPLIES
TESTING
GARBAGE/RECYCLING
TRAVEL (LUCA DATA)
OPERATING SUPPLIES
VEHICLE OPERATIONS

FUND TOTALS
GENERAL FUND
ROAD USE
SEWER FUND
RESERVES: SEWER IMPROV
FUND TOTALS:

11,499.91
23.75
2,507.66
8,769.32
22,800.64
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760.32
198.70
331.74
1,045.14
33.54
1,216.33
419.14
6.25
77.90
473.29
3,717.30
150.00
5,076.00
579.74
148.00
8,189.58
17.44
207.01
153.22
22,800.64

