THE REGULAR MEETING
OF THE BLUE GRASS CITY COUNCIL
BLUE GRASS, IOWA
NOVEMBER 5, 2018
The Blue Grass City Council met in regular session at 7:00 p.m. on the 5th day of November 2018, in
the City Council Chambers of City Hall, 114 N. Mississippi Street, pursuant to law, with Mayor Larry Guy
presiding, with the Pledge of Allegiance and a moment of reflection. The following Council members were
present: Emilyne Slagle, Brad Schutte and Donna Kinzer. Absent was Council members Bonnie Strong and
Lisa Smith. City Attorney William McCullough and City Engineer Mike Janecek were also in attendance.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Council member Slagle moved to approve the agenda as presented, seconded
by Council member Kinzer. A roll call vote was taken: Slagle-aye, Kinzer-aye and Schutte-aye. Motion
carried.
MAYORAL COMMENTS: Mayor Guy announced the following: “We would like to welcome all
of you to your Blue Grass City Council meeting. We hope the meeting will be informative and
beneficial. We do ask that you silence your cell phones and/or pagers. We want to hear from you but
we ask that you wait to be recognized. Please state your name and address and make your comments
brief. In an effort to keep the meeting on task, please limit your comments or concerns to several
minutes. Please allow the person speaking to finish uninterrupted. Thank you”.
PUBLIC FORUM: From those in attendance, there were none.
CONSENT AGENDA: Council member Slagle made a motion to approve the consent agenda as
presented, seconded by Council member Kinzer:
1. Motion to approve the minutes of the October 15, 2018 City Council meeting
2. Motion to adopt Resolution 2018-59 ref: authorizing an expenditure from the Tax Increment
Low-to-Moderate Income Reserve in reference to the Financial Assistance Program Grant
3. Motion to adopt Resolution 2018-61 ref: authorizing issuance of a warrant in connection with the
construction of the North Mississippi Street Rehabilitation Construction Project – payment #8 to
Langman Construction Inc.
4. Motion to adopt Resolution 2018-62 ref: authorizing a transfer in connection with federal aid
reimbursement from the State of Iowa in regards to the construction project of the Rehabilitation
of North Mississippi Street
5. Motion to adopt Resolution 2018-63 ref: authorizing an expenditure from the accumulated Tax
Increment Financing Reserve
6. Motion to adopt Resolution 2018-64 ref: authorizing an expenditure associated with the
construction project of the North Mississippi Street Rehabilitation Construction Project
7. Payment of claims
A roll call vote was taken: Slagle-aye, Kinzer-aye and Schutte-nay. Motion carried.
SEALED BID(S):
8. Bid Opening ref: Flail Mower: Mayor Guy publicly opened the following sealed bids for the City’s
flail mower: Roy Farnum $625.00 and Terry Ferkel $751.00.
9. Acceptance of bid and authorizing the sale of a flail mower: Council member Schutte moved to
accept Terry Ferkel’s bid in the amount of $751.00 on the purchase of the City’s flail mower in “as is”
condition, seconded by Council member Kinzer. A roll call vote was taken: Schutte-aye, Kinzer-aye
and Slagle-aye. Motion carried.
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FIRE DEPARTMENT: Fire Chief Brian Seamer reported the following:
10. Fire Department Report: The October 2018 report consisted of the following: 32 calls with 296.4 on
scene man-hours recorded with a total of 349 year-to-date calls. The report also consisted of the
following: the Department responded to a structure fire with one casualty reporting that the investigation
has been turned over to the State Fire Marshall; reported that the Department’s Annual Halloween Dance
was a success and thanked everyone who participated giving special recognition to Brinson and Donna
Kinzer for all their effort in retrieving donations; had new tires put on the command vehicle as there was
a bulge in the sidewall that costs approximately $600.00; purchased all the items needed to do the
Department’s annual maintenance on all the vehicles as this task will be done within the next month;
reported that a firefighter was enrolled in the EMR class which should be completed by the end of the
year and reported that the Department will be assisting the Blue Grass American Legion with their 5K
race on November 10, 2018 as there will be some roads closed temporarily between 8:00 a.m. and 10:30
a.m. Mayor Guy reminded the Council that the Fire Department does their own routine maintenance on
the vehicles.
CHAPTER 15.04 BUILDING CODE:
11. Scott Smith ref: Accessory Building Request: Resident Scott Smith explained to the Council that he
has been working with the City’s Building Commissioner for quite some time as he was wanting to erect
an accessory building; however, there was a miscommunication as they had never discussed that the
accessory building must esthetically match the primary residence and be of the same materials. He said
that not knowing this information he went ahead and purchased a 25 foot by 26.5 foot by 15 foot steel
building and now according to the Building Commissioner, he cannot issue him a building permit as this
type of an accessory building does not conform to the building code and, unfortunately he is unable to
get a refund from this Company. Meyrer reported that both he and Mr. Smith have been discussing the
accessory building requirements for quite some time; however, at no time was there any mention of a
steel building; therefore, this type of a steel building does not conform to the building code so he cannot
issue Mr. Smith a building permit. Mr. Smith displayed photos of the steel building that he purchased
explaining that the front end of the building that would face the street would esthetically match his
primary residence; therefore, meeting the code as far as being of the same materials as the primary
structure. McCullough explained that in this particular incident Mr. Smith cannot apply for a Variance
as it pertains to the building code; therefore, the only solution would be to amend the Ordinance.
Council member Schutte said that he does not see an issue with Mr. Smith’s request as it was his opinion
that the proposed accessory building was not unsightly and in this particular situation that it is on an
individual basis. Meyrer reviewed the steel building’s specifications commenting that it appears that the
specifications are stamped by a certified engineer and as far as he can tell, the building specifications
exceed the City’s requirements. Further discussion was held. It was the consensus of the Council to
table until the November 19, 2018 Council meeting at which time there will be a full Council present to
make their decision. Council member Schutte moved to table Mr. Scott Smith’s request for an accessory
building and place on the November 19, 2018 Council meeting agenda, seconded by Council member
Kinzer. A roll call vote was taken: Schutte-aye, Kinzer-aye and Slagle-aye. Motion carried.
BUILDING COMMISSIONER: Building Commissioner Jim Meyrer reported the following:
12. Building Commissioner Report: The October 2018 report consisted of 14 new homes currently under
construction; 16 building permits issued; issued the following stop work orders: 1) resident did not
obtain a building permit prior to the work being done; 2) new home has major foundation issues as the
NW corner is sinking; therefore, engineers are now involved to bore samples of the soil and 3) a resident
did not submit engineering plans for a building which was later received and the stop work order was
then removed; denied a request for a building permit as the resident was requesting to construct an
accessory building that did not conform to the building code; received a safety complaint on a service
wire to a garage that was found to be extremely low; therefore, he contacted the homeowner and the
issue was then resolved and issued 1 home occupation permit. Meyrer further expounded on the
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foundation issues on the new home in the Prairie Woods Estates 3rd Addition Subdivision. Further
discussion was held on the soil being unsuitable in that particular area.
ENGINEER REPORT: City Engineer Mike Janecek reported the following:
13. Engineer Report: The October 2018 Engineer’s Report consisted of attendance at one Council meeting
during the month; IMEG had begun investigating a settling foundation issue for a new home located in
the Sawgrass Partner’s Subdivision reporting that IMEG staff had met with the Building Commissioner
and the homeowner as soil borings are being taken to determine if the foundation was built over existing
unsuitable soils. The report also covered Items #14 through #16.
14. North Mississippi Street Rehabilitation Project: Previously, the City Council awarded Langman
Construction, LLC the contract totaling $2,047,794.74 to totally rehabilitate the North Mississippi Street
corridor to include a new concrete street from Mayne Street to Lauretta Street including curbs, gutters,
sidewalks, storm and sanitary sewers.
Janecek reported that Langman Construction met substantial completion within the allowable
working days factoring in a few additional days as they were awarded for extra work; prepared a punch
list of items yet to be completed which must be completed within 30 days; IDOT still needs to do a
walkthrough at which time the IDOT will prepare a final punch list; reported that one driveway was
rejected and is being removed and replaced; one sidewalk was also rejected and is being reconstructed
and raised to facilitate drainage; IMEG may participate in the sidewalk costs on one sidewalk due to a
failed field design in order to save money on a retaining wall; subsurface water is draining to the South
end of the project area by the Corner Grill and a drain tile should be installed in the near future to the
South to keep storm water out of the sanitary sewer system in this particular area; extent and scope of
this project is unknown until IMEG performs a survey taking some shots on the depth of the City’s
existing storm sewer to the South and the existing drainage ditch to the Southwest reporting more
information to follow. Robertson expressed his concerns on the large increase of additional flow to the
City’s lift station since the completion of the North Mississippi Street Project as it is creating several
issues as one day there was an additional 812,000 gallons reported commenting that this issue needs to
be resolved as soon as possible as the pumps are constantly running 24/7 which is taking the life
expectancy out of the pumps. He then expressed concerns on the daily reports as once the IDNR reads
these reports, this will have a major impact on the upcoming lagoon facility improvements. Robertson
said that he has been consulting with the City Engineer and it was his recommendation to run a drain tile
as the subsurface water from the North is draining to the South and in order to keep storm water out of
the sanitary sewer system the City would need to install a drain tile to alleviate that additional drainage.
Janecek further expounded on what he believes created the additional flow as there was no way to
project that the North Mississippi Street project would have created this type of flow at the start of the
project. He suggested that the City allow him time to put together a design and prepare bid letting
documents for the project. Council agreed.
15. Update: I.D.N.R. NPDES Permit: Previously, the City had received notification from the Iowa
Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) mandating that the City comply with the new regulatory
regulations in regards to the City’s NPDES Permit at which time the City submitted an extension letter
and an application applying as a Disadvantaged Community which were both denied by the IDNR;
therefore, leaving the City in a financial hardship.
Janecek reported that IMEG had completed the surveying for the lagoon improvements reporting that
the Design Phase has begun for the proposed improvements and will continue both the Design Phase and
the permitting will continue throughout the winter months for next year’s construction.
16. Update ref: SUDAS (Statewide Urban Design and Specifications): Janecek reported that he had
drafted a City Supplement to incorporate in a “Statewide Urban Design and Specifications” (SUDAS)
based on both his and the Public Works Director’s recommendations. He said that it was his
recommendation that the City adopt the SUDAS and incorporate the drafted City Supplement as it
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contains details regarding sewer and water laterals be marked on street curbs and for private residential
sewers to not be allowed to connect to existing public sewers without Council approval. Discussion was
held as the Council had previously agreed to meet as a Committee of the Whole when adopting the
SUDAS Policy.
PUBLIC WORKS: Public Works Director Lonnie Robertson reported the following:
17. Public Works Department Report: Robertson presented the October 2018 Public Works Department
report as follows: 63 Iowa-One Call locates; daily sewer checks; serviced all lift stations and cleaned
trash baskets; mowed City parks and right-of-ways; assisted in a walkthrough of the North Mississippi
Street Project to put together a punch list of items yet to be completed; reported that DECCO had done
some repairs to the motor at the lagoons and repairs were needed to the Freightliner dump truck; put
pumps out due to heavy rain; reported that the storm sewer work on East Garonne Street was complete;
Ragan Mechanical had to repair a broken water line at the Public Safety Building and Warner
Restoration had to clean up the wet carpet; reported that Nutri-Ject will be dredging the lagoons in the
next couple weeks; culvert repairs at West Scott and Parkway were complete; cleaned the old Fire
Station and placed road closure signs for the Park Board’s Pumpkin Dash event; Liberty Trail was
sealcoated for the year; picked up brush at Lauretta Park and put down rock under the new pavilion for
concrete; took nets down at Black Bear Park; keeping the storm drains cleaned out as needed; trimmed
bushes at City Hall; serviced small dump truck and ex-marks; attended a staff meeting with the Mayor
and reported that Selco painted the white strips on the shoulders on North Mississippi Street. Discussion
was held on either allowing parking in front of City Hall and Jeff’s Market or establishing a “no
parking” zone. Council agreed to allow the Public Works Director and the Mayor to make that decision.
ORDINANCE(S)/RESOLUTION(S):
18. Third reading/Adoption of Ordinance Amendment 2018-07 ref: amending Chapters 2.24 City
Clerk-Financial Officer, 2.26 Assistant City Clerk-Financial Officer and 2.28 Part-Time Clerk:
Council member Schutte introduced a synopsis of the third reading of Ordinance Amendment 2018-07
commenting that the Amendment was on file at City Hall for review. Council member Schutte moved to
accept the third reading of Ordinance Amendment 2018-07, seconded by Council member Kinzer. A
roll call vote was taken: Schutte-aye, Kinzer-aye and Slagle-aye. Motion carried. Council member
Schutte moved to adopt Ordinance Amendment 2018-07, seconded by Council member Slagle. A roll
call vote was taken: Schutte-aye, Slagle-aye and Kinzer-aye. Motion carried.
19. First reading of Ordinance Amendment 2018-08 ref: amending Chapters 2.44 Police Department,
2.60 Reserve Police Department and adding Chapters 2.70 RSVP Retired and Senior Volunteer
Department and 2.80 Police Records Clerk: The City Attorney reported that he had made the
appropriate revisions to conform to the newly adopted Police Manual. Council member Schutte
introduced a synopsis of the first reading of Ordinance Amendment 2018-08 commenting that the
Amendment was on file at City Hall for review. Council member Schutte moved to accept the first
reading of Ordinance Amendment 2018-08, seconded by Council member Kinzer. A roll call vote was
taken: Schutte-aye, Kinzer-aye and Slagle-aye. Motion carried.
20. Speed Limit change ref: Chapter 10.40 Speed Limits: Previously, the Council reviewed the speed
limits under Chapter 10.40 Speed Limits as there were some concerns on the signage on North Genessee
Street.
Robertson reported that Public Works had placed the required 15 m.p.h. speed limit signs on North
Genessee Street from Mayne Street to Harrison Street and 15 m.p.h. speed limit signs on Park Avenue.
Council requested to remove from the Agenda.
NUISANCE ABATEMENT(S):
21. Nuisance Abatement(s): Council member Schutte reported that there were no new logs in the
Citizen’s Concern book. Robertson reported that a resident residing on North Mississippi Street had
4

complained several times on repairs to his fence; however, the fence is listed on the punch list and will
be done by the Contractor and is out of the City’s hands.
LOW-TO-MODERATE APPLICATION:
22. LMI Financial Assistance Application ref: request to reroof house/garage: The Clerk reported that
Ms. Barbara Olsen had applied for financial assistance as she is in need of replacing her roof on both her
house and garage. She said that Ms. Olsen does qualify for LMI Financial Assistance reporting that she
had obtained 4 quotes ranging from $5,600.00 to $6,180.00 noting that each quote has lists different
options. Council member Schutte expressed his concerns on the quotation notes as some of the quotes
list several other features; therefore, it was his opinion that the Council allow the Building
Commissioner to review and select the bid that he feels is worth the money. Council agreed. Council
member Schutte moved to allow the Building Commissioner to select the most qualified bid and approve
Ms. Barbara Olsen’s financial assistance application with the City paying 90 percent of the total costs
from the LMI Funds with Ms. Olsen paying the remaining 10 percent, seconded by Council member
Kinzer. A roll call vote was taken: Schutte-aye, Kinzer-aye and Slagle-aye. Motion carried.
PUBLIC SAFETY BUILDING:
23. Public Safety Building Permanent Sign: Mayor Guy had previously reported that it was his opinion
that the City invest in installing a permanent sign on the City’s Public Safety Building; therefore, it was
the consensus of the Council to pursue cost estimates.
Council member Schutte reported that prior to the meeting he had spoken with both the Mayor and
City Clerk and they have other ideas on signage; therefore, moved to table Item #23, seconded by
Council member Kinzer. A roll call vote was taken: Schutte-aye, Kinzer-aye and Slagle-aye.
POLICE DEPARTMENT:
24. Resignation of Police Officer Douglas Adams: Mayor Guy read aloud a resignation letter from Officer
Douglas Adams as he accepted a full-time position as a Deputy with the Scott County Sheriff’s
Department. Council member Schutte moved to accept Officer Douglas Adam’s resignation, seconded
by Council member Kinzer. A roll call vote was taken: Schutte-aye, Kinzer-aye and Slagle-aye.
Motion carried.
POLICY & ADMINISTRATION:
25. Unpaid Parking Tickets: The Clerk had previously reported that the Police Department had unpaid
parking tickets from January and February and that she was waiting for the City Attorney to advise
her on how to proceed with the unpaid tickets; therefore, the Council requested that this item be
placed on the Agenda.
McCullough reported that the most simplest most effective way to retrieve monies for unpaid
parking tickets was to enter into an agreement with the Treasurer’s Office and report any unpaid
parking tickets and when the vehicle comes up for license plate renewal, the parking ticket must be
paid before the license plate renewal can be processed. Council agreed and requested that Mr.
McCullough pursue the agreement with the Treasurer’s Office.
COMMENTS AND FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS: Robertson asked what the status was on Casey’s
General Stores making the repairs to the curb on South Genessee Street. McCullough reported that he had
sent a letter to Casey’s Corporate Store; however, assumed that the City Engineer was to follow up on the
repairs. He agreed to follow up with the City Engineer on the status.
Discussion was held on the Police Department’s squad car situation as the Fire Chief and Mayor Pro
Tem Schutte mutually agreed to allow the Police Department to use the Fire Department’s command squad
until they had a squad car available to them. Council member Schutte reported that the Department was still
experiencing some electrical issues with one of the squad cars and that he had personally contacted Walcott
Collision on the status of the repairs to the other squad and that they had reassured him that they would
make it a priority and have the squad ready by either Thursday or Friday. He further explained some
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decisions that he had to make as Mayor Pro Tem while Mayor Guy was out of town and that he had a few
issues that he will be addressing with the Mayor. Mayor Guy commended Mayor Pro Tem Schutte on
handling this difficult situation. Council member Schutte recognized the Police Department for their
cooperation in the matter as well.
Mayor Guy read aloud a thank you from the family of Buffalo Police Chief Terry Adams for the
City’s recent memorial donation.
ADJOURNMENT: Council member Schutte made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Council member
Slagle. A roll call vote was taken: Schutte-aye, Slagle-aye and Kinzer-aye. Motion carried. The meeting
adjourned at 8:18 p.m.
__________________________________________

Mayor Larry Guy
______________________________________________________________

Attest: Ann M. Schmidt, CMC, City Clerk/Financial Officer
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CLAIMS REPORT
ASPEN EQUIPMENT
AT&T
BP
CENTRAL STATES H & W FUND
CENTURYLINK
CROSS DILLON TIRE
DECCO
DICK-N-SONS LUMBER INC.
GENESIS OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH
GOODIN, BOBBI
GUINN, BOB
ILLOWA INVESTMENT INC.
IMEG CORP.
IOWA ONE CALL
KELLOR & KELLOR LANDSCAP
KIRKWOOD COMM. COLLEGE
LANGMAN CONSTRUCTION INC.
LANGMAN CONSTRUCTION INC.
LOGO PRO LLC
MCCULLOUGH, WILLIAM T.
MENARDS - MUSCATINE
OFFICE MACHINE CONSULT
PD AIR SYSTEMS
QC ANALYTICAL SERVICES LLC
QUAD CITY TIMES
RACOM CORPORATION
RAGAN MECHANICAL
REXCO EQUIPMENT INC.
SCOTT COUNTY SHERIFF
SYCAMORE PRINTING
UTILITY EQUIPMENT CO.
VERIZON WIRELESS
WHITE DISTRIBUTION & SUPPLY INC.
***** REPORT TOTAL *****

EQUIPMENT OPERATIONS
TELEPHONE/FAX
VEHICLE OPERATIONS
HEALTH INSURANCE
TELEPHONE/FAX
EQUIPMENT OPERATIONS
LIFT STATION-PUMP MAINTENANCE
BLDG & GROUNDS MAINTENANCE
PROFESSIONAL FEES
PUMPKIN DASH FUNDRAISER EXP
OPERATING SUPPLIES
SEALCOAT (LIBERTY TRAIL)
ENGINEERING
PROFESSIONAL FEES
TREES PLEASE GRANT MONIES
TRAINING/TRAVEL/SAFETY
N MISS STR RECONSTR PROJECT #8
N MISS STR REHAB PROJECT
FUNDRAISING EXPENSES
LEGAL SERVICES
BLDG & GROUNDS MAINTENANCE
EQUIPMENT OPERATIONS
LIFT STATION-PUMP MAINT/REPAIR
TESTING
ADVERTISING & PUBLICATIONS
EQUIPMENT OPERATIONS
BLDG & GROUNDS MAINTENANCE
EQUIPMENT OPERATIONS
JAIL EXPENSE
OFFICE OPERATIONS
STREET IMPROVEMENTS
INTERNET SERVICES
BLDG & GROUNDS MAINTENANCE

FUND TOTALS
GENERAL FUND
RESERVES: POLICE DEPT.
RESERVES: PARK IMPROV
RESERVES: STREET IMPROV
ROAD USE FUND
EMPLOYEE BENEFIT FUND
TAX INCREMENT FINANCING FUND
CAP'T IMPROV FUND (MMA)
SEWER FUND
RESERVES: SEWER IMPROV
FUND TOTALS:

11,681.52
130.00
52.95
4,504.30
2,559.14
7,356.00
135.00
328,827.93
11,659.25
3,752.50
370,658.59
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2,360.14
106.58
845.31
8,582.00
410.81
1,232.22
365.55
70.49
50.00
52.95
26.74
1,728.00
8,177.60
65.70
1,071.00
375.00
328,827.93
8,256.80
130.00
1,665.00
78.00
281.93
775.00
2,048.96
259.39
190.00
1,110.11
180.72
100.00
452.39
199.00
380.13
203.14
370,658.59

