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THE REGULAR MEETING
OF THE BLUE GRASS CITY COUNCIL
BLUE GRASS, IOWA
DECEMBER 17, 2018

The Blue Grass City Council met in regular session at 7:00 p.m. on the 17th day of December 2018,
in the City Council Chambers of City Hall, 114 N. Mississippi Street, pursuant to law, with Mayor Larry
Guy presiding, with the Pledge of Allegiance and a moment of reflection. The following Council members
were present: Emilyne Slagle, Brad Schutte, Donna Kinzer and Bonnie Strong. Council member Lisa Smith
later arrived at 7:10 p.m.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Council member Strong moved to approve the agenda as presented, seconded
by Council member Slagle. A roll call vote was taken: Strong-aye, Slagle-aye, Kinzer-aye and Schutte-aye.
Motion carried.
MAYORAL COMMENTS: Mayor Guy announced the following: “We would like to welcome all
of you to your Blue Grass City Council meeting. We hope the meeting will be informative and
beneficial. We do ask that you silence your cell phones and/or pagers. We want to hear from you but
we ask that you wait to be recognized. Please state your name and address and make your comments
brief. In an effort to keep the meeting on task, please limit your comments or concerns to several
minutes. Please allow the person speaking to finish uninterrupted. Thank you”.
PUBLIC FORUM: Resident Max Braverman addressed the Council as he wanted to dispute his snow
removal invoice as he had cleared his sidewalk of snow offering to provide a copy of his receipt to show
proof that he purchased salt that same day to put on his sidewalk; however, noticed he was not on the
Agenda. The Clerk explained to Mr. Braverman that he needed to call City Hall the Friday before the
meeting date to be placed on the Agenda. Mr. Braverman apologized as apparently there was a
miscommunication as he was told by Public Works to just show up. He proceeded to explain that he was
unaware that he had to clear his sidewalk of snow to the East as he has never been told how much of his
sidewalk he was required to clear. Council requested that Mr. Braverman’s invoice be placed on the next
meeting Agenda and that Mr. Braverman was not required to be in attendance since he has given them
enough information.
Council member Smith arrived at 7:10 p.m.
CONSENT AGENDA: The Clerk made a correct to the December 3, 2018 meeting minutes. Council
member Strong asked for further clarification on several claims payables. Council member Slagle made a
motion to approve the consent agenda with a correction to the December 3, 2018 meeting minutes, seconded
by Council member Kinzer:
1. Motion to approve the minutes of the December 3, 2018 City Council meeting
2. Motion to approve the minutes of the December 10, 2018 Special City Council meeting
3. Motion to adopt Resolution 2018-60 ref: authorizing a Tax Increment Financing rebate payment
as agreed upon in the November 19, 2001 Development Agreement between the City of Blue Grass
and Towne & Country Manor Development Corp.
4. Motion to adopt Resolution 2018-72 ref: authorizing an expenditure associated with the
construction project of the Rehabilitation of North Mississippi Street Project
5. Payment of claims
A roll call vote was taken: Slagle-aye, Kinzer-aye, Smith-aye, Strong-nay and Schutte-nay. Motion carried.
SNOW REMOVAL:
6. Matthew White ref: snow removal dispute: Landlord Matthew White explained why he was
disputing his snow removal invoice as both he and one of his tenants had cleared the sidewalk of snow
along Mayne Street right after the large snowfall with both a snow blower and shovel and then a week
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later he receives an invoice for snow removal. He said that he believes that when the snow plows
cleared Mayne Street, that it completely covered the sidewalk with snow as he has owned the apartments
for over a year and a half and has never had any issues with snow removal. Council member Strong
commented that she can easily see how that could happen as the boulevard along Mayne Street is very
narrow. Council member Strong moved to waive Matthew White’s $75.00 snow removal invoice,
seconded by Council member Kinzer. A roll call vote was taken: Strong-aye, Kinzer-aye, Smith-aye,
Schutte-nay and Slagle-aye. Motion carried. Council member Schutte requested that in the future when
there is a snow removal dispute, that a representative from Public Works be present. Mayor Guy added
that he, too would recommend that when an invoice is waived, that it be a one-time waiver. Council
member Strong recommended that Public Works take a picture of the sidewalk prior to removing the
snow. Mayor Guy added that it is not that he or the Council does not trust the employee, it is just better
to have a picture before and after. Council member Schutte agreed with Mayor Guy, it is not like the
Mayor or Council do not trust the employee it is just better to have both a representative present and
pictures.
7. Bev Marlowe ref: snow removal dispute: Resident Bev Marlowe expressed her concerns on the
plowing of North Neisse as with this last snow fall, Public Works pushed all the snow to her side of the
street completely plowing her driveway in leaving her no access. She said that she had spoken with the
Public Works Director who told her that North Neisse Street was equally plowed; therefore, she asked
that in the future that Public Works plow with the traffic and turn the blade so that her driveway is not
completely snowed in. Mayor Guy and Council member Strong both stated that their driveways were
also plowed in and had to hire someone to clear them. Council member Schutte said that he had spoken
with both Ms. Marlowe and the Public Works Director and it was agreed upon that for safety reasons
that the driver of the snow plow go with the traffic and that they try to push the snow to both sides of the
street. Mayor Guy warned Ms. Marlowe that by Public Works pushing the snow to both sides of the
street, that it may not alleviate all the snow from being pushed onto her driveway but will be pushed
along her fence.
PARK BOARD: Park Board Chair Mike Hermann gave the Park Board report as follows:
8. Park Board Report: Chair Hermann referred to the Board’s November 29, 2018 Special meeting
minutes and the December 6, 2018 meeting minutes reporting the following: reported that the Board and
the Community Club were very pleased with the turnout of people that attended their Christmas Tree
Lighting Ceremony that was held December 2, 2018 as they ran out of hot cocoa and cookies as they had
not anticipated that type of a crowd and reported that there were approximately 22-25 gingerbread
houses entered into their contest. Council member Strong suggested that in the future, that participation
ribbons be given to all the participants due to the fact that they put so much work into their houses.
Hermann reported that the Board was very pleased with the new street light at Lauretta Park as it really
illuminates the Park. Mayor Guy commended Chair Hermann and the Park Board complimenting them
of doing a great job.
POLICE DEPARTMENT: Sergeant Bob Guinn reported the following:
9. Police Department Report: The November 2018 Police Department Report consisted of the following:
25 traffic contacts with 20 warnings and 4 citations written; Blue Grass Officers responded to a total of
135 incident calls for service during the month and 8 custodial arrests and 6 non-custodial arrest.
Sergeant Guinn further expounded on the report reporting a total of 68 year-to-date in custody arrests;
the Department was awarded $3,000.00 from a Walmart Community Grant for Shop with a Cop and
updated the Council on the hiring of a third full-time Officer grant as Chief Jahns has been in discussions
with the Bi-State Regional Commission and will be teaming up with a representative during the first
couple of weeks in January and begin collecting data for the Police Department statistics and financial
information from the Clerk as required in the grant guidelines. Mayor Guy read aloud a letter from the
HNI Charitable Foundation approving a $2,590.00 contribution to the Police Department for the
purchase of a new Watch Guard 4RE and Vista HD Camera system contingent that the Police
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Department raise the remaining monies required for the purchase. Council expressed several safety
concerns on the fact that an Officer is operating a squad car without a camera surveillance system and
highly recommended that the City purchase the equipment out of the Department’s budget. Sergeant
Guinn also reported that according to Chief Jahns, Mike Dicken from Kruger Seed was going to donate
$1,000.00 to the Police Department to use on equipment purchases; therefore, would help offset the
remaining $2,590.00. Council member Schutte requested that the camera system purchase be placed on
the next meeting Agenda. Discussion was held on the ongoing electrical issues that the Department was
experiencing with one of their squad cars. Sergeant Guinn presented an example “Neighborhood
Watch” pamphlet prepared by Chief Jahns asking the Mayor and Council for comment. It was
consensus of the Council to take off the answering machine number listed on the pamphlet. Mayor Guy
briefed the Council on the Department’s phone system as apparently the base was located in Chief Jahns
office which contained the answering machine; therefore, all the other Officers were unable to have
access too, so now the base will be placed in the common area so that all Officers would have full access
too.
ORDINANCE(S)/RESOLUTION(S):
10. Second Reading of Ordinance Amendment 2019-01 ref: amending Chapter 15.04 Building Code
in reference to Accessory Type Building in R-Zoned Districts: Council member Schutte introduced a
synopsis of the second reading of Ordinance Amendment 2019-01 commenting that the Amendment was
on file at City Hall. Council member Schutte moved to accept the second reading of Ordinance
Amendment 2019-01, seconded by Council member Kinzer. A roll call vote was taken: Schutte-aye,
Kinzer-aye, Slagle-aye, Strong-aye and Smith-aye. Motion carried.
11. DRAFT: Resolution 2018-71 ref: establishing Policy and Procedures in reference to the Financial
Assistance Program Grant: The Clerk reported that the City Attorney had revised the Resolution to
include the Council’s concerns and/or suggestions at the December 3, 2018 meeting. She asked if there
were any further concerns or suggestions. There were none; therefore, it was the consensus of the
Council to adopt as presented at the first meeting in January.
12. DRAFT: Ordinance Amendment 2019-02 ref: amending Chapter 8.14 Refuse Disposal: The Clerk
reported that, at the request of Council member Strong that she wanted further clarification on the
placement of the refuse containers since the completion of the North Mississippi Street project;
therefore, she had spoken with two representative from Republic Services on how Section 8.14.140
should be amended for residents that reside on North Mississippi Street. She prepared the draft
according to their recommendations. Council reviewed the revisions. Council member Strong
recommended that the sentence referring to placement of refuse containers during the winter months be
deleted. Council agreed. The Clerk reported that she would make the requested revision and prepare the
Amendment for its first reading in January.
13. Chapter 9.24 Curfew: Previously, the Council considered changing the Park hours to adhere to the
Blue Grass Community Club’s Park hours from dusk to dawn.
Council member Strong reported that according to Public Works, the sign at Fridley Park states that
the Park closes at 10:00 p.m. Council member Kinzer reported that she had approached the Blue Grass
Community Club about their Park hours and they said that they felt that their Park hours, which are set
dusk to dawn are adequate and that they felt a sign was not needed as they have not had any issues with
their Park hours. It was agreed upon that all City Parks have the same signage posted stating that the
Park closes at 10:00 p.m.
NUISANCE ABATEMENT(S):
14. Nuisance Abatement(s): The Clerk reported that there were only snow removal complaints filed.
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POLICY & ADMINISTRATION:
15. Appraisal: The Clerk reported that, unfortunately, the appraisal report was not available. Council
agreed to keep the Item on the Agenda until a report was available.
16. Status of Security Cameras: Mayor Guy reported that, together, the Public Works Director, City Clerk
and Fire Chief are all working on finding a security system that was adequate for City Hall and
placement of the cameras. Council member Smith expressed her concerns as she felt that since the City
already had the funds to proceed with purchasing the cameras.
17. Official Publication for Legal Notices: The Clerk reported that each year the City receives a letter
from the Quad City Times and the North Scott Press asking that they be the City’s Official Publication
for legal notices. Discussion was held on past publications with the North Scott Press and meeting
special publication deadlines. It was the consensus of the Council to leave the Quad City Times as the
City’s Official Publication for legal notices.
18. Clerk’s Report: City Clerk Ann Schmidt reported the following for the month of November 2018:
reviewed the list of outstanding Street Assessments, Sidewalk Assessments, Snow Removal Liens and
Utility Liens; 108 accounts were assessed a $5.00 penalty; a total of 8 delinquent letters sent out totaling
$1,047.64 that were due December 3, 2018 reporting that all paid within the time prescribed with the
exception of 1 account that was assessed a $25.00 fee and a lien is scheduled to be placed after 30 days;
708 bills processed totaling $30,344.38 for the period of 10/24/18 – 11/23/18 due December 15, 2018
with a total of $6,215.34 in arrears; 203 ACH payments; in regards to unpaid parking tickets, still
waiting for the City Attorney to implement the Agreement with the Treasurer’s Office; reported that the
Building Commissioner’s computer apparently had somewhat crashed so had Office Machine
Consultants rebuild his files; reported that City Hall’s copier is on the brink of being no longer operable
as she recently had a machine technician repair it as good as she could; however, it was reported that the
parts are obsolete so she was in the process of obtaining 2 quotes on replacing the copier as this will be
quite costly but is also a major piece of equipment for the daily operations; attended a meeting with the
Mayor and IAWC representatives; submitted the City’s Annual Financial Report that was due December
1st and mailed the proof of publication and two signed copies to the Iowa Department of Management;
researched the meeting minutes in reference to previous discussions in reference to revising the Curfew
Ordinance for the Council’s review; prepared a Tax Increment Financing rebate payment to Mr. Dolan
for the debt that was recently filed totaling $162,849.60 and prepared a Resolution approving Mr.
Dolan’s rebate payment; at the request of the Council, in reference to placement of garbage/recycling
containers, contacted Republic Services to see how they wanted the containers placed on North
Mississippi Street since the reconstruction project was complete and based on their recommendations,
prepared a DRAFT Ordinance Amendment on placement for Council review; process of reconciling both
the October and November bank statements and will have reports ready for the first meeting in January;
was contacted by the Bi-State Regional Commission asking if Blue Grass wanted to participate in a Joint
IT Services Contract; therefore, presented to the Council and Council requested that the City participate;
began researching interest rates and payments in reference to the financing of the Wastewater Facility
upgrade and reviewing the City’s utility rates to see what type of increase would have to be implemented
in order to make the annual payments; mailed the City’s Tax Increment Financing Indebtedness
Certification report to both the Muscatine County Auditor and the Scott County Auditor that was due
December 1, 2018 along with the request to remove certain properties from the TIF as of June 30, 2019;
received an Home Occupation application from Tammy Stoffers to operate a business from her home
reporting that the Building Commissioner was in the process of performing inspections in order to issue
her a Home Occupation Permit; received an application for a preliminary and final plat to split one
parcel into two parcels on South Oak Lane, waiting on recommendation letters from both the City
Engineer and the City Attorney before proceeding; prepared a Resolution authorizing payment to
Moeller Construction in reference to covering 90% of Ms. Olsen’s financial assistance grant; drafted a
Resolution in reference to setting certain policies and procedures and presented to the Council and
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presented the October 2018 Utility Billing reconciliation report. The Clerk added that since her report,
City Hall’s copier is no longer operable and that Office Machine Consultants was delivering a loaner
copier to use in the interim. Council member Schutte expressed concerns on the City going out for bids
on a new copier when Office Machine Consultants is allowing the City to use a loaner copier and that he
would feel bad if they do not get the bid. The Clerk reported that Office Machine Consultants is fully
aware that she is seeking two bids and that they may not get the bid. Discussion was held on the pros
and cons of leasing versus purchasing.
COMMENTS AND FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS: Council member Strong requested copies of several
Resolutions and an Ordinance Amendment for her files. She also asked for a copy of the Clerk’s Contract.
The Clerk reported that there was not a signed copy as she is waiting on the Attorney and that she has
reported this numerous times to the Mayor. Mayor Guy reported that he would contact the Attorney and see
to it that it gets taken care of.
The Clerk reported that the Building Commissioner wanted direction from the Council as currently the
Municipal Code does not allow barb wire fencing unless it is agricultural exempt; whereas, he issued a
building permit for a chain link fence and after it was constructed he noticed that it had barb wire. She said
that according to the Building Commissioner he does not have a problem with Commercial and/or Industrial
Zoned Districts having barb wire. Council member Schutte expressed concerns on the type of barb wire
cautioning the City as there are certain types of barb wire that do not rust such as galvanized steel. The
Clerk suggested that the Building Commissioner draft an Ordinance Amendment to allow barb wire in both
Commercial and Industrial Zoned Districts only with certain types of wire and present to the Council with
his report at the next meeting. Council agreed.
Resident Scott Smith referenced a snow plowing technique that is used in Chicago that has an arm that is
attached to the snow plow that prevents the snow from being plowed back onto sidewalks, driveways, etc.
suggesting that the City look into this technique.
ADJOURNMENT: Council member Schutte made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Council member
Slagle. A roll call vote was taken: Schutte-aye, Slagle-aye, Kinzer-aye, Strong-aye and Smith-aye. Motion
carried. The meeting adjourned at 8:17 p.m.
__________________________________________

Mayor Larry Guy
______________________________________________________________

Attest: Ann M. Schmidt, CMC, City Clerk/Financial Officer
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CLAIMS REPORT
AHERN FIRE PROTECTION
ALTORFER INC.
CASEY'S GENERAL STORES INC.
CROSS DILLON TIRE
DICK-N-SONS LUMBER INC.
EASTERN IA LIGHT & POWER
ECONO SIGNS LLC
GRISHAM INDUSTRIES INC.
HENDERSON PRODUCTS INC.
IA ASSO OF MUNI UTILITIE
IMEG CORP.
IOWA ONE CALL
JEFF'S MARKET
KAM KONCEPTS & WRAPS
MEDIACOM LLC
MIDAMERICAN ENERGY
MIDWEST WHEEL COMPANIES
NAPA AUTO PARTS
PANTHER UNIFORMS INC.
REPUBLIC SERVICES
SCOTT COUNTY SHERIFF
SECRETARY OF STATE
TOWNE & COUNTRY MANOR DEV CORP
***** REPORT TOTAL *****

BLDG & GROUNDS MAINTENANCE
EQUIPMENT OPERATIONS
VEHICLE OPERATIONS
EQUIPMENT OPERATIONS
BLDG & GROUNDS MAINTENANCE
UTILITIES
STREET SIGNS
EQUIPMENT OPERATIONS
EQUIPMENT OPERATIONS
PROFESSIONAL FEES
ENGINEERING (N MISS STR PROJ)
PROFESSIONAL FEES
BLDG & GROUNDS MAINTENANCE
VEHICLE OPERATIONS
INTERNET SVS.
UTILITIES
EQUIPMENT OPERATIONS
EQUIPMENT OPERATIONS
UNIFORM ALLOW
GARBAGE/RECYCLING
JAIL EXPENSE
PROFESSIONAL FEES
TAX REBATE PYMT FY '17-'18

FUND TOTALS
GENERAL FUND
RESERVES: STREET IMPROVEMENTS
ROAD USE FUND
TAX INCREMENT FINANCING
SEWER FUND
RESERVES: SEWER IMPROVEMENT
SANITATION
FUND TOTALS:

11,076.25
54,721.01
1,863.79
162,849.60
2,505.69
17,153.58
8,189.58
258,359.50
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150.00
156.64
688.52
601.74
21.97
1,616.73
1,013.85
35.00
1,182.50
419.14
75,335.17
25.20
14.25
46.00
479.29
4,732.93
288.89
200.76
156.74
8,189.58
125.00
30.00
162,849.60
258,359.50

